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To the GENTLEMEN of the Grand- Jury. 
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Gentlemen, 


Z Am per ſwaded it was your Love to the Sub. 
* ject, that diſpoſed you to think ſo favourably 
| of this di ſcour ſe, as to defire the Publication 
i; and if it may happily contribute any thing 
ES, nuards-1 eftablyhing a due regard to the 

A Laws 


Laws of God and Mengjand a juſt value for oy 
excellent Conſtitution both in Church and State, 
it will thereby beſt anſever the end of your Re. 
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Psi 2 E- SERMON 


1 410690010 Preaclrd At 
VOR HaAu PTON. 


ae Tim. 1:8. 
The Law i is Good, if a Man uſe it lawfully 


T HE Apoſtle St Paul having conſtituted Timo. 


thy Biſhop of Epheſus, begins this his firſt 

Epiſtle to him with a declaration of the Au- 

thority by Which he acted, and firſt opens his Commiſ. vert. r. 

fion , before he proceeds to thoſe Injun&ions which 

were the proper execution of it: After this, as a Spi- 

ritual Father, commending Timothy to the Grace of verl.:. 

God, whom he ſtiles his 020 Son in the Faith, becauſe 

he had been the happy Inſtrument of his Converfion, 

he goes on to inſtruct him in the — of his high verſ. 3. 

Office, and particularly cautions him (as he before 

had done) againſt a ſet of Men, (whether Gnoſticks ver: 4 

Por others) who it ſeems were attempting to graft upon 

Chriſtianity ſuch Fables and endleſs Cenealogies as 

could have, no better effect, than to niniſter queſtions, 

. © I rather than Godiy edifying which is in Faith: In op- 

P pofitiont therefore to theſe, the Apoſtle declares ine ver. 5- 

ss the true end and defign of the Evangelical Com- 

mwandment, namely Charity, out of a put heart ans 

BSY if a good Chnſeiti#te, and Faith unfeiened, from which, ver. 
ith he, ſome having fwervd, have turn d aſide unto 


AL vain 


- : 


verl. 7. 


affirm 


LIN LH IEE-QET Ton 


vain jangling. intimating that when once- men depan tt 
from theſe ſubſtantial dutys, and let goe Faith any 
Charity, purity of Heart and a good Conſcience, 


they commonly take up with meer ſhadows, and bu 
themſelves in endleſs difpurations about things that 
profit not. However theſe men (probably to mak; 
themſelyes the more popular) affected to appear great 
Zealots for the Law, (that is, the Moral Law, as i 
evident from thoſe Inſtances of the breaches of it in 
the verſes immediately following my Text) tho they 
were perfect ſtrangers to its meaning, and yet more 
ſo to its power, deſiring to be teachers of the Lau, 
umder t anding neither what they ſay nor e they 


Whereupon the Apoſtle does not here, or any 
where elſe, goe about to make void the Moral Lay, 
but inſinuates, that they were the trueſt Friends to 
the Law who beſt obſervd the precepts of it, allowing 
as in the Text that he Law is Good, if a man uſe i 
lawfully. Tn which words there 1s; 


Firſt a Truth aſſerted, the Law is Good. 
—_— a Condition annext, It a man uſe. it lay: 
fully. 


In diſcourſing upon the former, I ſhall at this t time 
and on this occaſion conſider - - 110 


Firſt * Neceſſity and uſefulneſs of * Lays. of 
Go 
Secondly the Neceflity and uſefulnef of the Laus 
| of Men. | creed 
Thirdly the Excellency of our own. Laws, or the 


Happinck of our national Eftabliſhment and 
Conſti- 


. 
. 0 ' 


Peach ien. an 
. Conſtitution :: 9 with —— to which 1 hal 


Part 
and proceed orion 02 1atigotelid hoc nn! 
ce, A ah to dankder: the Eumition andert; * 


Laſtly draw dome een from the whole, and 
ſo conclude. | 


Yn! 3 S FS oo Wy 


and Fir-of the heceflity eee FRIED 


as aws of God: The neceſſity of Laws ariſeth from our 
it in gnorance of, and indiſp ofition to do what is Good; 

they or as the Precepts of DE ſerve: to point out to us 
nore hat is the Good and the right way, ſo their San- 
au, ions, that is, the rewards and puniſhments annext, 
they blige us by the powerful {prings of Rope and fear to 


verve and follow it. 
Had we a perfect knowledg © 15 our: Duty, and no 
yerſion to the practice of it, ede hid be no noed 
Law to inſtruct, or to perſwade us; in this caſe more 
ſpecially, if we had no Lau, 2e ſbould be'a Law unto 
w ſelves: but foraſmuch as we have Propenſions to- 
ards Evil, as well as Good, and according to the 
\poſtle the Fleſh tuſteth again the Spiri 


, aud the Gal. 5. 17. 
brit againſt the Fleſb, and 1 theſe are contrary the one 
the other; it was neceflary that he who knew our 
rame ſhould. inſert ſuch Laws, as might rightly de- 
rmine our choice amidſt ſuch different Inclinations, 
nd ufd aud nene web walk un ue 1e 
Wu 80. 10 $51 77221180 2.4 O44] 
It is not, it FRO be; fit that Man, mh less that 
len Man, ſnould be left altogether in the hands of 
s on Counſel; or be giden over fois baum heart's 
s, or ſuffer d without controul to alan / hic on 
iaginatious. Alas! ſuch is the degeneracy of human 
ture, that taking a view of it from its ruins, * not 
rom 


Gen. 16. is ſaid, his hand will be againſt every man; und ever 


* £ 6 2 N POV * At 
from its original beantyj it might —— Bceafion 
to that ill-natured Philoſopher to concl That: 
ſtate of nature is u ſtatꝰ of war and the contlitioh of 
every man too much like that of el, of whom i 


mans hand again him. 

Among the! many things that are the objects of 
Ry: ſome are naturally good, and others natural 
evil, that is, ſome: contribute to the Perfection an 
happineſs of our nature; and others to the corruptiot 
and miſery of it; the perſuit of thè former is Mort 
Good, the perſuit of the latter is Moral Evil: and th 
Law of nature directs us in the proſecution of the ont 
and in the avoidance of the other; a Law aiming 2 
the perfection of our nature, and promoting our own 
happineſs, and che happiness of th ole oy NY wok thi 
ſame Kind with ust ot 01460 nato li 

This Law is written originally in every man's hes 
that is, there are; as it were, interwoven in his Conſt 
tution ſuch Principles, as incline him to conſult hi 
ov true Good, and the good of his Fellow- Creature 
in which his own is involy'd.” As a Rational and 8 
ciable Creature he may, in a multitude of caſes; plain 
perceive what is advantagious; or injurious to Himſe 
or others; and the Laws of ſelf . Preſer vation; and an 
gular ſelf. love on one ſide, and Juſtice and Honouſ 
Compaſſion and Charity on the other, oblige Him vor 
follow that which is Good, both Yowards hiniſelf ard inat 
wards. all : and the pleaſure ariſing froim gopf C 
actions, and the ſname and fear a \Frong bud; E 2: 
the many preſent and future convert ces, or iticoni ten 
niences attending the one, or the other, ae propetl i 
N * Sanctions of thoſe Lawsdas being W {r: 


= 


e 2 — 
r puniſuments conſtquem in the” nature of things 
pon our obſervance; of Hon. ober vande of them. 


Mal But berauſe this Law of nature is a Light ſbining 
mi 4 dark placeg and thro the drruption of our Un- 


gerſtandings, aid the perverſiie of our Wills; it is not 
ſufficient to gade nen er par; it has 


ts offfipleas'd God to he Hh, Ou tuhab is Good, and by 
alex preſs declarations of his Will, by the force of reveal d 


Religion as well as Natural, by Moſes and the Pro- 
ohets, by Ohiriſt and his Apoſtles to oblige thee to doe 


Mori, to love er, and 4% mal himnbiy nvith thy God. 
the Theſe Laws therefore well deſerve the character of 
e one oly, Judt, aud Good; they are in their deſign, but as ſo as 7. 


any fences to our happineſs, ſo many Guardian Angels, 
os it were, 26\keeprhe-way of the Tree of Lie; they are 
nly neceffary checks upon the/itregular appetites and 
aflions of men, and checks upon them no farther than 
hey are miſchievous to themſelves or others: ſo that 
n this ſenſe we may clearly underſtand thoſe words of 
he Apoſtle; the Law is not made for a righteous man, 
but for the lawleſs, and diſobedient, for the ungodly, f 5. 
nd for Simners, for unholy'atdprophane; the Law be- 
ng moſt properly ſaid to be made for him, upon whom 
Wt is the greateſt reſtraint, or who needs it moſt. 
Foraſmuch then as the Laws of God in their general 
im, intenck oiy: to eurb the exorbitant thoughts, 
im Words and works of men, thoughts, words and works, 


8 tg! 1B 
n 


31. 


ings En... flame and horron;: ſoineting 
Wit 
eſtate, "loſs of good-name, and in the iſſus ich a repro 


bate mind, nay; ſometimes with temporal. Judgment | 
and without Repentance witheternal idamna 
tainly that Lui, is Good, whoje:end.15:to! 


our ſelves, to our own eaſe; peace, and ſafety; to dray 
us into the ways of Righteouſneſs and Salvation. 


wie may pronounce of them, what God upon a reviey 
| pronouncd of all his works, 00 FOE are vey 


are the Reſale of infinite Wiſdom, endguandel about 


. enn, Wo” 


ius and aches of body, Jometimesdvith/waſt vf 


tion: car. 
guard u 
againſt theſe evils. and by the cords of a nan by love ty 


By all which we may diſeern the neceſſity and uſe 
falock of the Laws — God, and on theſe account 


Good. -ri 4130 03292881 
But by What 1 baye aid roncerning the Laws of 
Gad; and their directive and coercive; power, it wil 
erhaps be thought that there is no need of 1 5 other 
ſhall therefore proceed to conſider 


Secondly the Wee + and ae of he La 
of Men. Rt Fs 


And Firſt ths Lids of Men are - neceſſary to enfor 


the Laws of God. ö 
i to determitie, and ſecure every man s Pro 
And Fs "41 £5 £903 84001 


* Thirdly to endonrngs/ibe' diſeoutaits; what tay de 
advantagious, or diſadvantagious, to the partics 
lar circumſtances 44 "uty people. Wee 


| * B's TE 
"34 Ao ; * e, , it » 4 4 # 


Firſt the Las 6 of, men arg neceſſary! to * 


Lays of God. Indeed when — — 
of the Almighty and All-wiſe Lawgiver, Whoſe Liw 


Hi 


 "Prenehd at Northampton. #*% 


F ich infinite ower,wemaywell ery out what i mr? 


that he ſhould be more regarded than the Soveraign 
Lord of Heaven and Earth,” or be obey d and fear d 
where God is not? Or if we confider the preſent and 
future rewards,or puniſſiments, attending, or following 
our obedience, or diſobedience to the Laws of God, 
eſpecially thoſe powerful Sanctions, eternal Life and 
eternal Death, one might well think nothing ſhould 
be able to add to their force, nothing need be added 
to their force, to make men /Zand in awe and not ſin. 
Eternal Life which is the Gift of God thro Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, is in its ſelf the moſt defirable bleſſing, be- 
cauſe moſt commenſurate to the capacitys of our na- 
ture, and to every good Chriſtian's deſire, who has 
hopes full of Immortality © and Eternal Death, in the 
Goſpel ſenſe of it (which is a life in eternal miſery) is 
juſtly to be eſteem d the King of Terrors: yet /7i1], for- 
aſmuch as wicked men chuſe to walk by bt, and not 
by Faith, and preſent and ſenfible things are the chief 
ſubject of their thoughts; their deſires, their fears, and 
their hopes; foraſmuch as Sinners in general (like what 
we read of the two Elders in the Hiſtory of Suſanna) 
pervert their cum minds and turn' away their eyes, 
that they may not look nnto Heaven , nor remember 


juT Tudements; it is very fit that their eyes ſhould be 


awaken'd on/this'fideHelt-by'the fer of men, and that 
bodily pain and preſent ſuffering ſhould keep them in 


awe, who have hardn'd their hearts againſt what is 
Spiritual and Eternal. 15410 Die 2180 1 GK @1 | Mu 

And this makes Human Tiaws'necefaty, which ob- 
lige thoſe to be ſudzect e, Muth, that wilt not be ſo 
for conſcience ale and on that account the Magiſtrate 


beareth mot ibè ſiuoril iu vain; fon he is the Miniſter 227 


him e 1 ſuame oh Braſil ſometimg 
with pains-and aches of body, ſometimes with: waſt of 
5 loſs of good name, and in the iſſue with a repro 
bate mind, nay; ſometimes with temporal Judgmentz 
and without Repentance witheternal damnation: : cer 
tainly that Lau is Go, whoſe end is to guard u 
ond theſe evils, and by the corals of a mam, by love to 
our ſelves, to our own eaſe, peace, and ſafety, to dray 
us into the ways of Righteouſneſs and Salyation. 
By all which we may diſcern the neceſſity and uſe 
fulneſs of the Laws of God, and on theſe accounts 
we may pronounce of them, what God upon a reviey 
Gen. . pronounced of all his works, HERO {Dey are very 
* Good. 
But by what I have faid roncerning the Laws of 
Gad, — their directive and coercive: power, it wil] 
perhaps be thought that there is no need of any other 
J ſhall therefore proceed to conſider 


Secondly the Neceſſity and uſefulneſs of the Laws 
of Men. 


And Firſt the Laws of Men are ai to abend 
the Laws of God. 
Secondly to determine, and hours every man's Pro- 
perty. And "RE. 
Thirdly to encourage, or diſcoutaits] whit may be 
advantagious, or diſadvantagious, to the particu 
"an derbe Wenden * 4015 * 


18 ty 
are the Reſult 7,0 — 5 Wiſdom: — — e 
17475 that 


Prruchd at Northampton. 7 
with infinite Power, we may well cry out ha! is man, 
that he ſhould be more regarded than the Soveraign 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, or be obey d and fear d 
where God is not? Or if we confider the preſent and 
future rewards, or puniſnments, attending, or following 
our obedience, or diſobedience to the Laws of God, 
eſpecially thoſe powerful Sanctions, eternal Life and 
eternal Death, one might well think nothing ſhould 
be able to add to their force, nothing need be added 
to their force, to make men and i in awe and not ſin. 
Eternal Life which is the Gift of God thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, is in its ſelf the moſt defirable bleſſing, 15 
cauſe moſt commenſurate to the capacitys of our na- 
ure, and to every good Chriſtian's deſire, who has 
i hopes full of Immortality: and Eternal Death, in the 
Goſpel ſenſe of it (which is a life in eternal miſery) i Is 
juſtly to be eſteem d 7he King of Terrors: yet /{11], for- 
aſmuch as wicked men chuſe to walk by ight, and not 
Faith, and preſent and ſenſible things are the chief 
ſubject of their thoughts, their defires, their fears, and 
their hopes; foraſmuch as Sinners in general (like what 
we read of the two Elders in the Hiſtory of Suſanna) 
pervert their own' minds and turn away their eyes, 
that they may not look, unto Heaven, nor remember 
g Zudements; it is very fit that their e yes ſhould be 
yy Vl awaken'd on this ſide Hell by the fear of 55 and that 
rticu bodily pain and preſent ſuffering | ſhould keep them in 
awe, who have hardnd their hearts againft what is 
Spiritual and Eternal. 

And this makes FREE IId neceſſary, which ob- 
lige thoſe to be ſubject o mrath, that will not be fo 
for conſcience Jake, od on that account the Magiſtrate 
an not ihe favord in vain; fon hee is the Miniſter Rom. 13. 
B 0 


Rom. i3. / God, a — Fo. execute avrath On him tha 


A Alſize-Sermon © 


doth evil. 
Thus it is in the power of the Magiſtrate, and there. 
fore it is his great duty to ſupport the Laws of God 
and to enliven them with freſh vigour, to be the Gur. 
dian of his Honour, to maintain and encourage Re. 
ligion, and to puniſh the breaches of thoſe Laws, which 
relate more immediately to God himſelf, as well xz 
thoſe that concern our ſelves, or our dealings with 
one another; the great end and defign of Human Go. 
. vernment being this, that we may lead quiet and 
' peaceable lives in all Godlyneſs and Honesly. 


Secondly the Laws of Men are neceflary and uſe 
ful to ſecure every mans Property. The Natural 
and Moral Laws of Juſtice and Equity oblige us to 
give to every man his due: but Human Laws do not 
leave men thus at large, but particularly ſpecify in 
many Inſtances what ſhall be accounted ſo, what 
one may demand and another ſhall perform. Private 
Rights would often be very precarious, were they not 2 
ſetled by Publick Authority, and partiality would >" 
too much prevail, were men left altogether to Judge 
for themſelves. _ 

The Foundation of Property I conceive to be, : 
mutual agreement among aſſociated bodies of Men, by 
determining what each man may fairly call, and en. 
Joy as his own: for were Houſes and Lands and 
Goods and Chattels laid open without any Politick 
Incloſure, we ſhould in many caſes not know what 
was our Right, much leſs be able to preſerve it: but 
when the Law has determined what each man may 
call his own, and guards him againſt thoſe that wm 
make 
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make Incroachments upon him, in this caſe every 
Individual is the more eafie' and ſafe in his Poſſeſ- 
ſions; and thereby encourag d to labour, whilſt he ſees 
that his Labour is not likely to be in vain : by this 
means he does not fear, that 2vhat he /ows another 
all reap , or that hilst he planteth a Vineyard an- 
other ſhall eat the fruit thereof, but under the Pro- 
tection of the Law he quietly enjoys he bene/it of all 
his Labour, which he taketh under the Sun. 

How endleſs would be the contentions if there were 
no publick rules to fix and guard private Property , 
and no Human Laws to reſtrain the Ambition of 
ſome, and the Coveteouſneſs of others, and in general 
to curb thoſe Paſſions, that are for engroſſing more 
than they ought to themſelves? I may ſafely ſay, if 
there was no Property, there would be very little 
Honeſty, leſs Induſtry, and no comfortable Society 
in the World. 


Thirdly the Laws of Men are neceſſary and uſefull 

to encourage, or diſcourage what may be advanta- 

gious, or diſadvantagious to the particular circum- 

ſtances of any People. Human Laws direct the ma- 

nagement of the ſeveral capacitys and powers of par- 

ticular perſons to the ſupport and welfare of the 

whole Society govern'd by them. 

'Tis true, Diligence and Induſtry in general, are 
ſtrictly bound upon us by the Laws of God, but in 
what way, or manner, in what particular trades, or 
Callings, this Diligence and Induſtry is to be us d, and 
under what reſtrictions; limitations, or encourage- 
ments, 1s matter for the determination of the Laws of 
Men: thus for inſtance, they preſcribe what Manu- 
i Wh factures 


ee 2h \ all Sent Nen. I 1 
factures to improve at home, what commerce. to eftz. 
bliſh abroad; how to manage to the beſt the Produg 
of our own Land, and how to obtain from other Na. 
tions what is wanting in our own, and by a well regy. 
lated traffick to communicate blollings with almoſt 
every Nation under Heaven. 
If there were no Human Laws to the contrary, Idle. 
pag and Fraud would much more abound amongf 
but theſe are a ſpur to induſtry and a check to 
fraud ulent dealing, whilſt they are made uſe of as they 
pet. a. ought, for the Puni/hment of evil doers, and for the 
'4 Praiſe of them that do well, Nay tho that great Du. 
ty of Charity is taught us by meer Inſtin&, and mercy 
and pity to the poor and miſerable are ſtrongly plea- 
ded for by the Voice of Nature, as well as of Grace; 
yet if the Laws of Men did not oblig e ſome to take 
care of their Poor, I fear they — be deaf to the 
ſoundings of their own Bowels ; and tho' precept be 
upon precept and line upon line, nay tho they them. 
ſelves ſubſiſt upon Mercy, would yet of themſelves be 
backward to ſhew Mercy. 

Since then Human Laws may be ſaid to apply the 
general Laws of God to the particular exigencies and 
circumſtances of any Society, obliging every Men 
ber in it to act in his particular Station with that 
Diligence, Honeſty and Charity, as becomes a ſocia 
ble Creature; therefore alſo it may be ſaid of theſe 
Laws, thus qualified, that they are very Good. And 

from this general view of the uſefullneſs of Human 


Laws, it may not be improper before. nM Sander wh! 
at this time Particularlyil to deſcend Nen ech 2b 2; 
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Thirdly 8 to the Conſideration of the Goodneſs of 
our own, or the excellency of that Conſtitution and 
National Eſtabliſhment under which welive. And 


Firſt with regard to our Religious Rights, how 
many Laws are there whoſe end and deſign is the ſe- 
curity of Gods Honour amongſt us? Profaneneſs 
and Immorality and the ſeveral Species of them are 
diſcourag d by Law, (and oh! that they were as 


the much diſcouragd by Example too) as becometh a 
Du. MChriſtian Magiſtracy and a Chriftian People. The 
rey Mpublick exerciſe of Gods Worſhip is taken care of in 
lea. Mour Statute, as well as in the Divine Law, and that 


both as to the Place, the Manner, the Time and Per- 
ons concern'd in the publick Adminiſtration of it ; 
ind laſting Provifion is made for the maintenance of 
thoſe that wait at the Altar, that they may not de- 
pend for their allowance on the humours of the Peo- 
ple, nor be left to their Charity altogether, who might 
be too apt to deſpiſe thoſe whom they held in ſuch 
ile Subjection: nay (out of Gratitude be it ſpoken ) 
in Conformity to the Laws of God, the Tribe of Levi, 
lem. Mthe Clergy of this Land are diſtinguiſhed with fa- 
that Mvours : not only our manifold dues are aſcertain d, 
dcia- Wand convey d to us by as firm Laws, as thoſe which 
ſettle other mens Eſtates; but alſo the Higheſt Or- 
der amongſt us is dignified with Temporal Honour, as 
a mark of reſpe& due to their Character and Office, 
which in a Chriſtian Nation juſtly renders them or. 
DAL thy of double Honour. Hern 1 1 

70 We may, nay we ought to remember that our 


ird Church is further encourag d and eſtabliſh'd by E 
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and as it is a great bleſſing to have Kzngs its nur ſup 
"Fathers and Queens its nur ſing Mothers, ſo it is enac 
ed that no one ſhall fit on the Throne, nor any body 
be in any confiderable Office of Truft or Profit unde; 
the Civil Government, but what owns himſelf a Mem. 
ber of the Eccleſiaſtical by the moſt ſolemn act o 
our moſt Holy Religion. Such a ſecurity of ſuch 
Proteſtant Succeſſion both of Prince and Magiſtracy 
ſhould be very valuable in our eyes, who have ſo 
lately ſeen and felt the dangers and miſerys we were 
in from a Popiſh Adminiſtration. | IA 
And if our Lawgivers have thought fit to grant 
to tender Conſciences the liberty of ſerving God in 
their own way; yet, on the one hand, let all thok 
who have receiv'd this favour, remember always from 
whoſe hands they receiy'd it, namely from theirs wha 
were Members of the eſtabliſnd Church, and let them 
at all times ſhew themſelves therewith content, and 
never make the leaſt Incroachments upon They 
Rights, who have been thus indulgent unto them 
And on the other, let not this make any of us who 
are of the eſtabliſh'd Church, forget that the National 
encouragement is ſtill appropriated to us, nor over. 
look the many and valuable Privileges we enjoy un 
der the Protection of the State, which are beſt pre 
ſerv'd by a due ſenſe of and thankfulneſs for the ſameM 
and ſuch a faithfull diſcharge of our reſpective du 
tys, as will abundantly ſhew that the Church is a - 
ſerviceable to the State, as the State to the Church; 
that ſo their mutual Intereſts by mutual good Offi 


ces may be continued down from Generation to Ge a. 
neration. | 


Second! 


* 
Fe — — 
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ac cecondly our Civil Rights are guarded on every 
ody fide by Laws, which are moſt likely to be for the good 
* of the Subject; becauſe they are firſt form d by the 
9 0 Repreſentatives of the People, who will be leſs diſpos d 


to lay any unneceflary Burthen upon them which 
they may not be able to bear, fince they themſelves 
alſo muſt partake of the ſame. Io) 

But, as they that fit at the Helm, would be if moſt 
exposd in moſt danger, as being moſt envied and 
oft fear d, and the Life of a Soveraign is and muſt 


ar be by reaſon of his, or her Authority, of amazing 
fy c onſequence, Good Princes being, as the People ſaid 
Bf David, 2v0rth ten thouſand of us; ſo there is ſtrong» Sm. 


provifion made in the firſt place for the ſecurity of 
their Perſons, and the maintenance of their Honour, 
and the Law is a5 a Wall unto them on their right 
hand and on their Left, Nay foraſmuch as in this 
Wenſe if the Head ers all the Members /uffer with 
therefore the Dignity and ſafety of the Throne 
ave ſtronger Guards by Law, than the Lyons on each 
ide of Solomon's could repreſent in figure, or thoſe 
Nen of War can exhibit to the Life which ordinarily 
fand round about it. | 

LNor is the Liberty and Property of the People leſs 
arefully provided for by the ſame means, a Liberty 


by — not of acting abſolutely as they pleaſe, for that is a 
| ch Liberty that is not indulgd their Prince, a Liberty, 
"Of hich a good Prince would not defire, and a bad 


Frince ſhould not be truſted with, but a Liberty of 
acting ſecurely , and without diſturbance within the 
ompaſs of the Law: for true Liberty is not pro- 
perly a power of doing what we will, but of mM 
wit 
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wil fore in the nexti plate to conſider the condition in 
tur the Text, 24 Mam uſe ir Inwfully; the Law is Good, 
Fanan uſe it lamfull. The law ful uſe of any Law 
1 tha the uſing it ſo as may beſt attain the End of that 
Law, that it may have its deſign d Effect, and anſwer 
the Purpoſe for which it was made. 
1d ha And here I cannot but admire the wiſe Proviſion 
that is made by our Conſtitution" for the Execution 
which of theſe its moſt excellent Laws: The Supreme Go- 
vernour , was de to attend upon the Adminiſtra- 


iber | 
wel tion of Juſtice daily rom the riſing up of the Sun un. 
- * to the going down thereof, could not in her own Per- 
nen ſon hear, determine and give to every man what is 


Right amidſt ſo great a People; or if he could, her 
diſtant ſubjects would find great difficulty in having 
recourſe: to the throne upon every occafion: There. 
fore that all may enjoy the benefit of the Law, which 
was intended for the benefit of all, Juſtice is in a 


* manner brought home to every man's Door, and Sub- 
e. O ordinate Judges are appointed as conſtant Preſer vers 
oſt k of the Peace from the one corner of the Land unto 
2 che other. From whom as Guardians of their Rights 


the People in many caſes may have immediate Re- 
dreſs of their wrongs , or be ſecur'd- of Right by a 
more Publick Adminiſtration! of Zu/tice and Judg- 
meat; © F n DIME SS 29 TERS enen DOSTTK1T 05535: 
For twice in the year Juſtice makes” as'it were a ſo- 
lemn Proceſſion thro the Land, and invites all the 
aggrievd to come unto Her that they may have help, 
and condemns, or acquits all thoſe whom the Infe- 
rior Judges above mentioned had reſervd to this 
more open and ſolemn; Judicature. - This branch of 
our Conſtitution is very agreeable to what Jethro 
N C Moſes's 


12 20 Thou ſbalt provide, ſaith he, out of Al the Peopl 
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able men, ſuch as fear, God, Men di Truth, hat; 
covetouſneſs, and place ſuth over them, and ler then 
judge the people at all ſeaſons, and ii Hall be thy 
every great matter they ſhall bring unto. thee but 
every ſmall matter they ſhall judge; /a ſhall it be ea. 
ſier for thy ſelf, and they ſball oe the burthen with 
thee : It is thus the Juſtices of the Peace refer the 
weightier matters to the Determination of the Judges, 
and prepare the way at the Seſſions for a more deci. 
five N at the Aſſizes. 

A Judgment, that prevents a thouſand riiſahiel 
where it puniſhes one: The Solemnity of it ſtrikes 1 
dread into many others beſides the Priſoners at the 
Bar, and a Malefactor now and then executed ac. 
cording to Law makes many others afraid to offend; 
inſomuch that they that are wickedly diſpos d, leß 
dare thereupon to commit Iniguity to be puniſh by 
the Judges. 

I am perſwaded that through the Honourable and 
aweful Preſence, of you; My Lords, on theſe'occat 
ons, our Houſes are more ſafe from fear all the year 
after, and there is at all times far leſs complaining in 
aur Streets. It is not all. the benefit we enjoy from 
theſe ſolemn Aſſemblies, that we ſee and hear of ſome 
few Grievances. removd; or that here and there an 
honeft man is reliev d by Law, and the Spo of the 
wicked pluck d out of his Teeth, [Theſe Tiſtle adyan- 
tages we juſtly take pleaſure to beholdʒ but the: Iuvi 
fable are infinite: for God only knows how may Al 
kept from doing, or ſuffering injuries at all thro the 
ſenſe" and power of a, Law, thro a ſenſę that the 


Law 


they may do juſtly, 
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Law will defend thoſe whom/any one dares to op- 
preſs, and that the Wickedneſs of the FYicked ſhall 
Fl] only on his own pate. So that upon the whole we 

ay perceive with great ſatisfaction how from theſe 
Fountains of Juſtice, Judgment runs down among ow 7 
us like waters, and Righteouſneſs asa mighty ſtream: pit; 
the Mountains, they bring peace, and the little Hills 
Righteouſneſs unto the People. 

But, on the other hand, when the Law ſhall be 
ſo interpreted as to be made as it were a Felo de ſe; 
when a Prince, inſtead of diſpenſing the Laws in 
Equity, ſhall diſpenſe with them at pleaſure; Or 
ſhall appoint Judges to execute Juſtice, whoſe very 
Commiſſion is an act of Injuſtice, and breach of the 
Law; Or ſhall put Magiſtrates into Office not that 
but that Satan-like they may turn 
unjuſt Accuſers of their Brethren, and lay to their 
charge things that they know not, Magiſtrates that 
ſhall make the very Law a Party thro' a partial ad- 
miniſtration of it; Such perverting of Juſtice, and 
under colour of Law robbing' men of their Life , 
Goods, Good Name, or the like, 1s the worſt uſe that 
can be made of it; this is uſing Law unlawfully, and 
making it an Inſtrument of the greateſt Oppreſſion. 

And ſueh -Oppre//ior is enough, as Solomon ſaid, to 
make a Wiſe man mad: a Man that knows and confi- 
ders the true valut of Liberty, and the juſt and proper 
uſe of power, the obligations of thoſe that are in Au- 
thority, and the natural and civil Rights of thoſe 
that are under it; cannot bear with any Patience, they 


17 


ſhould be made a ꝓrey to their -Bellow:Creaturts, or 
be devoured by thoſe h are of the ſame Kind with 
n Such a view of things — freſn oc- 


caſion 


IN 42 


caſion to pronounce Vanity on things here below, 
Eccleſ. IV. 1, 2, 3. Ireturm d, ſaid he, and conſider i 
all the Oppreſions that are done under the Sun, and 
behold the Tears of ſuch as were oppreſſed and they 
had no Comforter ;, and on the /ide of their Oppreſ 
' ſors there was power but they had no Comforter: 
wherefore I praisd the Dead which are alreag 
Dead, more than the living which are yet alive; pes 
better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, 
who hath not ſeen the evil work that is done under 

the Sun. ö 1 k 

I might mention, if I had time, how the Law may 
be us d unlawfully in a more private reſpect, as when 
a Man goes to Law out of meer. Vexation and Re 
venge, or with a defign and purpoſe of doing wrong 
without any ſhadow of Right on his fide, but only in 
hopes of wearying another out of his right, and that 
not by the preference of his cauſe but prevalency of 
his Wealth. This is in the worſe ſenſe 0 oppreſ; 
the Poor becauſe he is Poor; and ſuch over. bearing 
doings are intolerable, and the Doer of them in the 
eye of the Goſpel if not of the Law is a thief and 

a Robber. Tx 1 fo abated nit 
However, tho in theſe: and many ſuch like caſes, 
the Law may thro abuſe become. a great Grievance, 
(as the beſt things may be corrupted and thereby 
commence the worſt.) yet the juſt and regular uk 
of it is and will be always a Blefling. And Happ) 
are we who have ſuch good and wholeſome Law! 
on the one hand, and on the other ſuch a Prince, 
who has no other thoughts but to govern according 
6 6 to them, and no other defire, than ht, her officer 
nan be Peace aud her, Exattors Right eonfuefs ;"thit 
coiled £1 Violence 


en 
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Violence may no more be heard in our Land, WaS- 
ing nor deſtruction within our borders; but that our 
Walls may be ſalvation and our Gates Praiſe. 


come now in the laſt place to draw ſome Infer- 
ences from the whole and fo conclude. And 


Firſt from the Neceſſity and uſefulneſs of the Laws 
of God, I infer, that we ought not to murmur at 
thoſe Reſtraints, which we may perceive are laid on- 
ly upon our Diſpoſitions to hurt. Laws oblige us 
indeed to ſerve, but then it is to ſerve our proper 
Maſter; and are Preſervatives from a worſe ſlavery, 
Namely that to Satan, and our own Luſts: If they 
are chains, they are ſuch as are marks of Honour 
not of ſervitude, according to that of Solomon, They 
foall be as an Ornament of Grace unto thy Head, and * 
Chains about thy neck. This therefore ſhould diſpoſe us 
rather to adore the Goodneſs of God, which is fo viſible 
in the Goodneſs of his Laws, Commandments which he 
hath commanded usfor our Good: and fince they are 
in their nature and defign thus Good, we ſhould 
ſtrive to render them in the beſt manner ſo to us, by 
the moſt regular uſe, that is, by a chearful Obedience 
unto them. Hannes ee 2.53 ne 


Secondly, are Human Laws neceſſary and uſeful 
to enforce the Laws of God, to determine and ſecure 
every mans Property, and to encourage, or diſcour- 
age, what may be advantagious, or diſadvantagious 
to the particular circumſtances of any People; Are 
the Laws of Men capable of being ferviceable to 
theſe good purpoſes? Therefore Lawgivers _—_ en- 
| Your 


1 Pet. 2. OY ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the Lord 


ROm-13 nuſt needs be ſubject not only for wrath, but alſo fu 
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deayour 8 to make them thus ſerviceable: th 
ſhould be their deſign and their aim this. e 
God has ordained Magiſtracy for theſe ends, there 
fore I infer with the Apoſtle that we ought to \ ſubng 


Jake. 
There are many things in the Government of eve 
ry Society which Almighty God has left to the De 
termination of each particular Society; and where 
ſuch determinations are not contrary to the Lay 
of God ( which ought to be 7 general Rule ) 14 


Conſcience ſake. 


_ Thirdly, from the Excellency of our own Laws 
and the Happineſs of our National Eſtabliſhment 
and Conſtitution, ſurely every one that hears me thi 
day will infer with me, that it is our great Duty tt 
prize and value it, and to think nothing too much 
to do, or ſuffer in the defence thereof againſt all In 
vaders whatſoever. 

Our Laws are the eftabliſhd ener of our Religion | 
Liberties and Properties, the Greateſt bleſſings o 
this fide Heaven, and our Blood and Treaſure ca 
never be better expended than in Guarding theſc 
Laws, which are in ſo many reſpe&s a Guard to us. 

Almighty God, who is a God of Order and not if 
confuſion, without all douht requires that there ſhoule 
be Government in the world: but he has not pre 
ſcribd one particular form to every Nation, (What 
ſoever ſome may at this time = eſt who would 
rob us of our own) but the Laws of each Natio 
properly determine the Form of its . 
ron 
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om them Governours receive particular Rules com. 
erning the Exerciſe of their Power, and the Go: 
ern d particular Rules concerning the Exerciſe of 
heir Subjection; and conſequently we may from 
ence truly judge who are the beſt Princes, the beſt 
ztriots and the beſt Subjects, Namely they that rule, 
nd they that adviſe and counſel, and they that obey 
cording to Law : Provided always that the Law be 
ood ; foFetherwiſe; according to the anſwer of St Pe- 
erand the other Apoſtles to the High Prieſt, Ve ought 
0 obey God rather than Men wh 


To conclude therefore, To the Preſervation of our 
xcellent Laws, which are the Grand Security of the 
WW ublick Good, let all Parties at all times reſolve to 
acrifice'their private Piques and Reſentments; and 
Wot by any unreaſonable ſuſpicions of one another 
eaken the endeayours of each other for the preſer- 
ation of the whole: More eſpecially, fince there is 
Pretender that is always ready to improve our 
fferences to our Deſtruction, Who has an Inſtru- 
tor that is too well versd in all the Arts of do- 


Pation to the world of his defire and defign of ſub- 
ting theſe Nations again to the See of Rome; and 
e may reaſonably believe that he has ſome ſecret 
opes of finding his own account alſo in our ſub- 
horns ti un ier engste An | 
But ſince it has pleasd God in Mercy to deliver us 
vm the late horrid attempt of this Pretender, fup- 
ted by a French power and animated with: 
ench defigns; let us for the future avoid all thoſe- 
Diſtinckions, 


g miſchief, Who by his Letter on the oceca-* The. 
on of the late: Invatien has given ſufficient inti. Kags 


the Pope. 


| — = re. Sr. * * 


Dittinctions, as divide, weaken and erpoſs Us; an 


cheriſh ſuch an hearty union among our. ſelyes, au 


make ſuch an Induſtrious improvement of all the a 


vantages that may be reapd from the late Union wit 
a Wiſe and Valiant 4 7 74 as may diſcourage all 
ture attempts, or render them as Abortive, as (ble 
ſed be God) the laſt was. 

Methinks the ſenſe of common Danger ſhoulg q 
ways awaken us all into a joynt regard for our py} 
lick ſafety, and that upon the ſame Principle thecon 
mon Good of that Happy Government whereof wear, 
Members. 

Nay foraſmuch as it has pleas d God happily to fu 
niſh us at this time with another ſort of Argumen 
and by the late Glorious Victory has again ſhewn ti 
wards us gracious defigns of Good and not Evil, Lo 


us follow the conduct of our Merciful God, and mak 


ſuch a good uſe at home of our ſucceſſes abroad, 
may produce in the iſſue that only good and bY 
able fruit of all War, an Hopounvfe and. 'Laſtin 
Peace. 

And Laſtly, ſince all Abaſe in the end 60 of th 
Law is fo grievous, let every one according to hi 
Power, in his publick and in his private capacity, e 
dea vour to prevent it, that our Good Laws may n 
by any means become Inſtruments of Evil; but that 
thro a regular and lawful uſe of them, all of us, fro! 
the Higheſt to the Loweſt, may be able from ov 
own ſenſe and experience to ſay with aſſurance in ti 
words of our Apoſtle ; n . ors 1 Lav | 
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0 Mo. „ as divide, weaken and: erpoſs J 20 
cheriſh ſuch an hearty union among our ſelves, ay 
make ſuch ſan Induſtrious improvement of all the a 
vantages that may be reapd from the late Union wit 
a Wife and Valiant Poonle, as may diſcourage all f 
ture attempts, or render m a8 Aaken as( ble 
ſed be God) the laſt was. 1 

Methinks the ſenſe of common Danger ſhoul F 
ways awaken. us all into a joynt regard fer our pu 


lick ſafety, and that upon the ſame Principle the com 


mon Good of that Happy Government whereof we an 
Members. 

Nay foraſmuch as it has pleas d God happily to fu 
niſh us at this time with another ſort of Argumen 
and by the late Glorious Victory has again fhewn ti 
wards, us gracious deſigns of Good andnot of Enil, LA 
us follow the conduct of our Merciful God; and mak 
ſuch a good uſe at home of our ſucceſſes abroad, 
may produce in the iſſue that only good and def 
able fruit of all War, an a and Talg 
Peace. I wlll 200 22 

And Laſtly, nee all — in the 0 of th 


Lay is fo grievous, let every one according to hi 
Power, in his publick and in his private capacity, e 
deavour to prevent it, that our Good Laws may n0 
by any means become Inſtruments of Evil; but that 


thro a regular and lawful. uſeofthem, all of us, frot 
the Higheſt to the Loweſt, may be able from ou 


_ own ſenſe and experience to ſay with affurance in ti 


words: of our SONY hors wars the i . 
Good. | | 113 EE N 9549 ae ITS eg! oft: 
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